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AUGUST 1942 (SECOND WORLD WAR)
POPOFF INTERNMENT CAMP
SLOCAN, BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA




I WANT TO THANK YOU
HOMMA-SAN FOR YOUR YEARS
OF DEDICATION ADVOCATING FOR
OUR COMMUNITY. YOU HELPED
SO MANY OF US WHEN WE
NEEDED A VOICE. BUT LOOK
WHERE WE ARE NOW.

WE ARE

KONNICHIWA (GOOD AFTERNOON)

THE GOVERNMENT HAS \
IMPRISONED US BECAUSE OF OUR
JAPANESE ANCESTRY. WE'RE BEING
TREATED LIKE CRIMINALS WITH NO
RIGHTS. WE'VE LOST EVERYTHING

WE OWNED.. OUR HOMES
AND BELONGINGS!

CANADIANS...
HOW CAN THEY DO

THIS TO US?




1872 (THE MEIJI ERA)
HOMMA RESIDENCE
ICHIKAWA, TAPAN

&

~/ TSUYOI KARADA,
\_1suvor kokoror,

Ol KARADA, TSUYOI KOKORO
(STRONG BODY, STRONG MIND)




OKAASAN (MOTHER)
OTOUSAN (FATHER)

OKAASAN!
I WANT TO LEARN TO USE
A NAGINATA AS SKILLFULLY
AS YOU AND BE AN EXPERT
SWORDSMAN LIKE OTOUSAN.
I WANT TO BE A GREAT
WARRIOR!

I HAVE NO DOUBT MY SON.
YOU WILL BECOME A
WORTHY FIGHTER.

TELL ME MORE
OKAASAN!

FOR CENTURIES OUR HOMMA
CLAN WERE SAMURAI.
WE HAVE A PROUD LEGACY
OF SERVING THE
ASHIKAGA SHOGUNS.

ASHIKAGA SHOGUNS WERE THE FEUDAL

MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF TAPAN DURING THE
MUROMACHI PERIOD FROM 1326 TO 1573

WELL, BEING A
SAMURALI IS NOT JUST
FIGHTING WITH THE SWORD.
YOUR OTOUSAN AND I ARE
RAISING YOU AND YOUR OLDER
BROTHERS TO LIVE BY THE
SAMURAI CODE OF CONDUCT.
TO LOYALLY SERVE ONE'S FAMILY
AND COMMUNITY WITH
COURAGE, DUTY AND

COMMITMENT...
TO BE DISCIPLINED
AND STRONG IN
CHARACTER.




I JUST WANT TO
STAND UP AND
DEFEND OTHERS
LIKE YOU AND
OTOUSAN.

PART OF HELPING
OTHERS, MY SON, IS TO
STAND BY YOUR WORDS AND
NOT FALTER. THESE ARE
ADMIRABLE TRAITS TO
DEVELOP AS YOU GROW.

WHEN YOU WERE BORN,
OTOUSAN AND I SENSED
THE UNYIELDING SAMURAI
SPIRIT IN YOU. EVEN NOW
WE SEE YOU HAVE THE
COURAGE TO FIGHT
FOR OTHERS.

WITH A SWORD,
RIGHT?

NO, NOT JUST
WITH A SWORD
YOU SILLY BOY...
UNDERSTAND THAT
4 IT'S IMPORTANT TO

LEARN TO WIELD
YOUR WORDS.
WORDS ARE




OH MY LITTLE
TOMEKICHI,
YOUR NAME
FITS YOU

SO WELL.

YES!
YOU ARE VERY
PERSISTENT.
TOME MEANS
TO BE STILL
AND HOLD IN
PLACE.

CAN'T EVEN
ST -STIEL:




YOU ARE A
GIFTED
LEARNER.

LITTLE ONE,
LEARNING IS
TO EACH OF US
AS THE LEAVES
AND BRANCHES
ARE TO A
TREE.

 OKAASAN.

YES,

WELL, I HAVE

BEEN WORKING
HARD ON MY
LANGUAGE
STUDIES.

I'M ALWAYS
TRYING MY BEST
TO BE A GOOD ‘s

STUDENT...

SO NOW CAN I
LEARN TO USE A
SWORD?

BEING A
SCHOLAR WILL
GUIDE YOU IN
THE FUTURE.
DO YOU
KNOW WHAT
IS MIGHTIER
THAN THE
SWORD?

HONOQUR
AND
INTEGRITY.




1883 (11 YEARS LATER)

PACIFIC OCEAN

WELL
YUGOROG,
I GUESS

THERE'S NO
GOING BACK
NOW.

YOU KNOW TOMEY,
AS FRIENDS WE'VE
DONE A LOT OF
THINGS TOGETHER...
BUT THIS IS BY
FAR THE MOST
ADVENTUROUS.




THIS WILL
SURELY BE AN
AMBITIOUS
JOURNEY!

THERE'S A
WORLD BEYOND
JAPAN WAITING
TO BE EXPLORED,
YUGORO. I NEED
TO SEE IT WITH
MY OWN
EYES!

I'M SURE
GOING TO MISS
THE GOHAN AND
TSUKEMONQO...

AND OF
COURSE, THE
SAKE!

GOHAN (COOKED RICE)
TSUKEMONQ (PICKLES)
SAKE (RICE WINE)

MY PARENTS
MADE SURE THAT
I LIVED BY THE
SAMURAI CODE
OF CONDUCT,
BUSHIDO...

BUSHIDO (THE WAY OF THE WARRIOR);
CODE OF HONOUR AND MORALS
DEVELOPED BY SAMURAL

BUT NOW,
IT'S MY TIME
TO BECOME A
SCHOLAR OF
THE WORLD!
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1897 (14 YEARS LATER)

STEVESTON, BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA

WHEN I FIRST
ARRIVED HERE IN
STEVESTON OVER A
DECADE AGO, I WAS

— ONE OF ONLY A
FEW JAPANESE
FISHERMEN.

A_

~ Y g

v
W\

BEING

PEOPLE

OF THE SEA,
THERE ARE NOW

| MANY MORE OF US

FISHING THESE

WATERS!

/ THIS IS WHY
WE CAN NO
LONGER ALLOW THE
FISH CANNERIES TO
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
US JUST BECAUSE
WE ARE
JAPANESE!

WE DESERVE
TO BE PAID AS

MUCH FOR OUR

CATCH AS
THE WHITE
FISHERMEN!

NEED TO BE

YES, WE

TREATED WHAT
AND PAID CAN WE
FAIRLY! DO?

HOMMA-
SAN, WHAT
DO YOU
SUGGEST?




WE NEED
TO IMPROVE
OUR WORKING
CONDITIONS AND
FORM ONE STRONG
\ VOICE TO NEGOTIATE /
'\ FOR EQUAL FISH
PRICES.

TO GAIN
POLITICAL POWER,
WE MUST UNITE
BY CREATING OUR
OWN JAPANESE
FISHERMEN'S
\ ASSOCIATION.

GYOSHA DANTAI
(JAPANESE FISHERMEN'S
BENEVOLENT SOCIETY)

MAYBE WE CAN
CALL OUR GROUP
GYOSHA
DANTAI!

YES, AND
LET'S HAVE
TOMEKICHI

HOMMA

AS OUR FIRST
PRESIDENT!

FAIR WORK, FAIR PAY!

FAIR WORK, FAIR PAY!
FAIR WORK, FAIR PAY!
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THERE IS
NO ONE MORE
KNOWLEDGEABLE
AND CAPABLE
THAN TOMEY
LEADING US IN
ACHIEVING
SUCCESS!



1899 (2 YEARS LATER)
STEVESTON, BRITISH COLUMBIA

COMING ALONG
QUITE NICELY, EH,
HOMMA-SAN?

THE
FISHERMEN'S
HOSPITAL IS

THANKS FOR
BEING SUCH AN
ADVOCATE FOR
BUILDING US A
HOSPITAL IN
STEVESTON!

(

J '".[irﬂl] —{1 8 |

THIS WILL
HOPEFULLY

CONTROL THE

DEADLY SPREAD

EASE THE RACIAL

PREJUDICES THE
WHITE FISHERMEN
HAVE TOWARDS
us.

OF TYPHOID
= {2 FEVER IN OUR
COMMUNITY.
MEDICAL <=
TREAT| T
wils b
WE CAN'T
OF CHARGE TO STOP HERE
EVERY
VERYONE WE ALSO NEED
REGARDLESS TO EDUCATE
OF RACE. PERHAPS OUR JAPANESE
THIS GOODWILL CANADIAN
GESTURE WILL oY

| |

CHILDREN. ):(_(j_’\;
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YES,

IT'S UNFAIR
THAT THE LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
WON'T ALLOW OUR
CHILDREN TO ATTEND

PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
THEY NEED AN
EDUCATION!

HOW CAN WE
EXPECT TO BUILD A
BETTER LIFE HERE IN
CANADA IF OUR
CHILDREN CAN'T
ATTEND SCHOOL
AND LEARN
ENGLISH?

IF WE CAN BUILD
A HOSPITAL FOR
THE SICK, WE CAN
BUILD A SCHOOL
FOR OUR
CHILDREN!

| DO You
\ THINK SO?

" OF COURSE!
WE'LL TEACH
OUR CHILDREN
BOTH JAPANESE
AND ENGLISH.

THAT WAY WE
CAN HONOUR THE
LANGUAGE OF
OUR PARENTS
WHILE HELPING
OUR CHILDREN
BECOME MORE
CANADIAN.

15



OCTOBER 1200 (1 YEAR LATER)
VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA

16



DAl NIPPON (GREAT JAPAND,
A JAPANESE LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER.

HOw DO
YOU FIND TIME
TO PUBLISH A
NEWSPAPER,
TOMEY?

HERE MATSU,
I HAVE A FRESH
| COPY OF TODAY'S
DA/l NIPPON...
HOT OFF THE
PRESS!

SINCE WE'VE
BEEN MARRIED,

YOU'VE BEEN
RUNNING THIS
BOARDING HOUSE,
TRANSLATIES . WORKING AS AN
BOCUMENTS. AND EMPLOYMENT AGENT

FOR THE CPR AND
OPERATING A TOFU
COMPANY, A JAPANESE
RESTAURANT AND

LETTERS...

[l
==

WELL,

A SOCIAL CLUB...
WE'VE GOT \/\/ WHAT'S NEXT?
ANOTHER TRIP
PLANNED TO M : IT'S IMPORTANT
\ STEVESTON. TO CONTINUE
FULFILLING MY
OBLIGATIONS
AND ATTENDING

MEETINGS

THERE! [ YAMETE!

TOO
MUCH! /

YAMETE
(STOP IT)

OH MATSU,
I WANT TO DO
EVERYTHING I CAN TO
HELP OUR JAPANESE
COMMUNITIES THRIVE
IN VANCOUVER AND
STEVESTON.

OHAYO GOZAIMASU
(GOOD MORNING)

| OHAYO \
| GOzAIMASU,
\ TOMEY-SAN! &

EVEN IF IT
MEANS GIVING NEW
JAPANESE ARRIVALS
FREE LODGING AND
MEALS AT OUR
BOARDING HOUSE
AND FINDING
THEM JOBS.

JAPANESE NEED
TO SUPPORT JAPANESE!
WE'RE THE ONLY ONES
WHO CAN GIVE EACH
OTHER A HELPING
HAND BECAUSE THE
GOVERNMENT
WON'T!
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OHAYO \.
GOZAIMASU,
TAKASHI-SAN.

OH, THANK YOU,
TOMEY-SAN!

I REALLY APPRECIATE

YOU HELPING ME.

IT'S DIFFICULT

NATURALIZED
ACQUIRING CITIZENSHIP
TO A COUNTRY YOU
WERE NOT BORN IN,

HERE IS YOUR NO WORRIES,

APPLICATION TAKASHI-SAN.
TO BECOME A WRITING IN NO CHARGE.
NATURALIZED ENGLISH.

BRITISH
SUBJECT.

IJUST
FINISHED
IT THIS
MORNING.

YOU ARE TOO
GENEROUS
TOMEY-SAN.

YOU HELP
/ EVERYONE, NOT
JUST JAPANESE BUT |
CHINESE IN THIS |
« | NEIGHBOURHOOD. |
~  YOU NEVER TURN [/
ANY OF US §
AWAY.

I'M ALWAYS HERE TO HELP.
BECOMING A NATURALIZED

CANADIAN CITIZEN WILL BE A
PROUD MOMENT FOR YOU,

JUST LIKE IT WAS FOR ME UNFORTUNATELY, THAT
BACK IN 1895... WAS THE SAME YEAR THE
GOVERNMENT UNFAIRLY
DENIED JAPANESE
CANADIANS THE ABILITY
TO VOTE!

7

YES, I READ IN THE
NEWSPAPER THAT NO
CHINESE OR JAPANESE MEN

ARE ALLOWED TO HAVE

THEIR NAMES ON THE
PROVINCIAL VOTERS' LIST

IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.
HOW CAN THIS BE?

THE WHITE POLITICIANS
PASSED ANTI-ASIAN LAWS TO
DENY US FULL CITIZENSHIP. IN THIS
PROVINCE, THERE'S BEEN A LONG
HISTORY OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION
TOWARD US. WITHOUT THE VOTE, WE
CAN'T HOLD PUBLIC OFFICE OR BE
HIRED FOR MUNICIPAL, PROVINCIAL,
OR FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT.

JAPANESE CANADIANS
ARE ALSO DENIED LICENSES
TO WORK IN MANY
PROFESSIONS SUCH AS
LAW AND PHARMACY.
SO, OUR EMPLOYMENT
OPTIONS ARE
LIMITED.

18



WE CAN'T
LET THIS
INJUSTICE
CONTINUE!

YOU'RE RIGHT,

I'VE ALWAYS BELIEVED
THAT HAVING THE ABILITY
TO VOTE WOULD GIVE US

THE POLITICAL POWER

TO CHANGE THESE
UNACCEPTABLE
LAWS.

HMMM. ..
WELL I JUST READ IN THE
VANCOUVER WEEKLY NEWSPAPER,
A GROUP OF PROMINENT
JAPANESE CANADIANS HAD A
MEETING TO DISCUSS HOW
UNCONSTITUTIONAL IT IS THAT WE
CAN'T VOTE IN THE UPCOMING
FEDERAL ELECTION.

DO YOU KNOW
ANYTHING ABOUT THIS?
YOU MUST HAVE BEEN

THERE, EH, TOMEY?

YES, AND THIS

ESTEEMED GROUP |
HAS ASKED ME TO ‘h‘ ,
LEAD THE FIGHT TO [——1 ngil:g
HAVE OUR NAMES ey
PLACED ON THE Th
VOTERS' LIST.

19



FINALLY!

FOR YEARS I'VE BEEN
PREPARING FOR THIS
MOMENT TO CHALLENGE
THE 1895 AMENDMENT
TO THE PROVINCIAL
VOTERS' ACT THAT
UNJUSTLY DENIES US
THE RIGHT TO VOTE.

e

WHO IS THIS
WELL-DRESSED
ASIAN MAN?
MIGHT THIS BE
THE JAPANESE
INDIVIDUAL I
WAS WARNED
ABOUT...

OCTOBER 19, 1900
VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA

2y,

LLELTH

WHAT DO
YOU WANT? YOU
KNOW JAPANESE

AND CHINESE MEN
CAN'T REGISTER
TO VOTE.




I MAY HAVE BEEN BORN IN JAPAN,
BUT I AM NOW A NATURALIZED
CANADIAN CITIZEN! ACCORDING TO
CANADA'S NATURALIZATION ACT,

I HAVE THE SAME POLITICAL RIGHTS

AND PRIVILEGES OF ANY OTHER
NATURAL-BORN BRITISH SUBJECT,
SO I'M HERE TO ADD MY NAME
TO THE PROVINCIAL
VOTERS' LIST!

NOT A CHANCE!
NO JAPANESE WILL
EVER BE PUT ON THE
VOTERS' LIST. LEAVE NOW,
BEFORE I HAVE YOU
ARRESTED.

I AM A CANADIAN CITIZEN.
THIS IS UNCONSTITUTIONAL!
I KNOW MY LEGAL RIGHTS!

THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT
DQES NOT DECIDE WHO CAN

OR CANNOT VOTE.

ABSOLUTELY, NOT/
I AM ENFORCING OUR
PROVINCIAL LAW.
NO JAPANESE OR CHINESE
WILL EVER BE ALLOWED TO
VOTE UNDER MY WATCH,
CITIZEN OF CANADA OR NOT!
I WOULD RATHER GO TO JAIL
THAN PLACE A SINGLE
ASIAN NAME ON ANY
VOTERS' LIST!

I AM ENTITLED
TO THE SAME RIGHTS
AND PRIVILEGES
AS ANY OTHER

CANADIAN IN THE
DOMINION OF
CANADA.

FORMERLY RULED BY BRITAIN PRIOR TO 1867, THE DOMINION OF CANADA
BECAME A SELF-GOVERNING COUNTRY WITHIN THE BRITISH EMPIRE.

\\\!///// N\

4

= WELL THEN, _, ( “"---.. I WILL TAKE
T MR CUNNINGHAM, Ly THIS FIGHT TO —
PREPARE FOR “"--._.. i1 COURT!
BATTLE... /

e 7N



DECEMBER 1, 1900

OUR BARRISTER R.W.
HARRIS ARGUED ON OUR
BEHALF AND WITH YOUR

SUPPORT, WE WON
THE COURT CASE!

o

THANK YOU, PROMINENT
MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY
AND THE JAPANESE FISHERMEN'S
BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION FOR

FIGHTING FOR OUR EQUALITY!
WE DEFEATED
CUNNINGHAM!

/ YOU ARE A
WARRIOR FOR
JUSTICE,

\ HOMMA-SAN! /




QOUR GOVERNMENT
MUST TAKE EVERY
STEP TO OVERTURN
THE COURT'S RECENT
DECISION SO THAT THEY
DON'T ACTUALLY VOTE!
WE CANNOT LET
THIS TUDGMENT
STAND!

UNDOUBTEDLY,
THIS DECISION
MUST BE APPEALED
IMMEDIATELY TO
THE B.C. SUPREME
COURT!

NO! NO! NO!
THIS JUDGMENT
ONLY SAYS THAT

JAPANESE ARE

ENTITLED TO

REGISTER TO

VOTE.




THE B.C.
GOVERNMENT
APPEALED THE
LOWER COURT'S
DECISION AND WE
WON AGAIN IN THE
B.C. SUPREME
COURT!

MARCH 9, 1901 / [T

TOMEY'S
COURAGE AND
HOPE HAS LED US
TO ANOTHER
VICTORY!

WE WERE
RIGHT! IT WAS
ILLEGAL TO BE
DENIED THE
VOTE!

I CAN'T BELIEVE
WE LOST AGAIN.
THE B.C. SUPREME
COURT LET US
DOWN!

THIS ASIAN THREAT
TO OUR WHITE MAN'S

DEMOCRACY MUST
BE STOPPED!

OUR PROVINCIAL
ATTORNEY GENERAL D.M. EBERTS
MUST TAKE THIS FIGHT TO THE
JUDICIAL COMMITTEE OF
THE PRIVY COUNCIL
IN LONDON, ENGLAND!

HOPEFULLY IT WILL OVERTURN
THE B.C. SUPREME COURT'S
DECISION!

THE JUDICIAL COMMITTEE OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL
IS THE COURT OF FINAL APPEAL FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM
OVERSEAS TERRITORIES AND CROWN DEPENDENCIES.

24




DECEMBER 1902
JUDICIAL COMMITTEE OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL
LONDON, ENGLAND

ON BEHALF OF THE BRITISH
COLUMBIA PREMIER, JTAMES
DUNSMUIR, AND D.M. EBERTS,
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF BRITISH
COLUMBIA, THE PROVINCE IS
REQUESTING THAT THE B.C. SUPREME
COURT'S DECISION TO ALLOW
JAPANESE CANADIAN MEN THE
PRIVILEGE OF VOTING BE
OVERTURNED.

IF WE ALLOW
ASIAN IMMIGRANTS
TO VOTE IN BRITISH
COLUMBIA, IT COULD SET
A DANGEROUS PRECEDENT
IN OTHER PARTS OF
OUR BRITISH EMPIRE
AROUND THE WORLD.
WE NEED TO
STOP THIS!




YES, BUT CANADA'S
NATURALIZATION ACT
STATES THAT EVERY
NATURALIZED MALE CITIZEN
IN CANADA HAS THE

PRIVILEGE OF VOTING AS
TOMEKICHI HOMMA
ARGUES.

GENTLEMEN,
MIGHT I PROPOSE WE
CONSIDER USING A LINE FROM
THIS OLD AMERICAN TREATISE
INTERPRETING AN ARTICLE OF
- THE U.S. CONSTITUTION
TO JUSTIFY DENYING
JAPANESE CANADIANS
THE ABILITY TO
VOTE?

WE, THE BRITISH
PRIVY COUNCIL,
HEREBY UPHOLD THE
BRITISH COLUMBIA
PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS
ACT THAT BARS ASIAN
CANADIANS THE
PRIVILEGE TO VOTE
IN THE PROVINCE.

26

A TREATISE IS A FORMAL PIECE OF WRITING THAT
CONSIDERS AND EXAMINES A PARTICULAR SUBJECT.

IT MAY NOT

HAVE ANY

BEARING IN
CANADA, BUT IT
IS THE BEST WE

THE PROVINCE OF
BRITISH COLUMBIA
HAS THE POWER
TO CONTINUE
DISQUALIFYING
VOTERS BASED
ON THEIR




OH TOMEY,

YOU ANTICIPATED
THE PROVINCE WOULD
TAKE YOUR CASE TO
THE HIGHEST COURT
OF APPEAL FOR
THE BRITISH
COMMONWEALTH.

I DON'T KNOW
MATSU, BUT IF
JAPANESE CANADIANS
CAN'T VOTE, OUR LIVES
WON'T CHANGE...
WE WILL CONTINUE
TO FACE RESTRICTIVE
LAWS AND REMAIN
SECOND-CLASS
CITIZENS IN
CANADA.

EVEN THOUGH OUR
CANADIAN GOVERNMENT
SUPPORTED YOUR CHALLENGE
BY INTERVENING TO DEFEND
THE NATURALIZATION ACT,
THE PRIVY COUNCIL STILL
OVERTURNED THE B.C.
SUPREME COURT'S DECISION.
SUCH DEVASTATING NEWS...
WHAT CAN BE
DONE NOwW?




1922 (20 YEARS LATER)
GREAT NORTHERN CANNERY
WEST VANCOUVER,
BRITISH COLUMBIA
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YOU DON'T
DO IT LIKE THAT.
YOU DO IT
LIKE THIS!

BANZAI (A TAPANESE BATTLE CRY MEANING
"TO LIVE TEN THOUSAND YEARS!™)

STRONG
BODY,
STRONG
MIND!

ii-l-l'r (6

Iy

(0




UNLESS YOU
ARE WEAK AND
SCRAWNY LIKE
OUR BABY
BROTHER!

YOU DON'T
PICK ON THE
WEAK, YOU
HELP THEM!

TOMEY,
OUR BOYS
ARE TOO
ROUGH
WITH EACH

ADULTS...

THEY ARE CHILDREN,
MATSU. LET THEM PLAY.
SOON ENOUGH THEY WILL
BECOME RESPONSIBLE

SORRY,
PAPA.




...AND THROUGH
GREAT SKILL AND
PATIENCE, THE
SAMURAI WOULD
DEFEND THEIR
SHOGUN FROM
THEIR BITTER
RIVALS!

THAT'S
ENOUGH
STORIES FOR
TONIGHT, CHILDREN.
WE'LL DO MORE
TOMORROW...

IS THIS TRUE
PAPA?




STRONG BODY,
STRONG MIND!

STRONG BODY,
STRONG MIND!
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1923 (ONE YEAR LATER)
GREAT NORTHERN CANNERY

OH TOMEY,
WE MOVED TO WEST EiEa MY JOURNALS AND
VANCOUVER TO ENJOY TRANSCRIPTS ARE
ALWAYS IMPORTANT HISTORICAL
AQUIETER LIFE WITH oo 2
OUR CHILDREN, BUT : RECORDS, MATSU.
EVERYONE CONTINUES S
TORELY ON YOU JAPANESE PIONEERS
d WHO MADE CANADA
THEIR HOME NEED TO
BE DOCUMENTED AND
PRESERVED FOR FUTURE
GENERATIONS.

THIS IS OUR
LEGACY.

YES, WELL, WHEN YOU | —
ACCEPTED MR. NAKAYAMA'S YOU WERE AWAY
PROPOSAL TO GATHER FOR MONTHS AT A TIME
INFORMATION ABOUT OUR INTERVIEWING JAPANESE
COMMUNITY FOR THE BOOKS CANADIAN IMMIGRANTS
CANADA NO HOKO AND THROUGHOQUT THE
CANADA DOHO HATTEN PROVINCE.
TAIKAN FUROKU... : i

CANADA NO HOKO (TREASURE OF CANADA - PUBLISHED 1922)

CANADA DOHO HATTEN TAIKAN FUROKU (AN APPENDIX TO THE DIRECTORY
QOF THE DEVELOPMENT OF JAPANESE CANADIANS - PUBLISHED 1922)




EACH TIME YOU
RETURNED HOME,
YOU SPENT HOURS WRITING
ABOUT THE INDIVIDUALS
YOU INTERVIEWED.
THIS PROJECT TOOK

YOU YEARS TO
COMPLETE.

YOU'VE DONE SO MUCH
FOR OUR FAMILY MATSU.
I REALIZE THAT WHENEVER
I WAS AWAY, YOU WERE
SOLELY RESPONSIBLE
FOR EVERYTHING.

MY ABSENCES HAVE MADE
YOUR LIFE DIFFICULT...
I'M SO FORTUNATE TO
HAVE YOU BY
MY SIDE.




1929 (SIX YEARS LATER)
GREAT NORTHERN CANNERY

114

i

7
shi
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OH, TOMEY.
OUR HOUSE AND
BELONGINGS ARE

GONE...EVERYTHING...
ALL YOUR JOURNALS
AND IMPORTANT

YES, BUT MATSU,
OUR FAMILY IS SAFE
AND TOGETHER.
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FIREWORKS
IN THE ATTIC!

B WE WERE SAVING
" THOSE FOR
HALLOWE'EN!

A

-
]
—
g
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|
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MAY 1942 (13 YEARS LATER)
WEST VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA

PAPA, BECAUSE OF YOUR
LEADERSHIP AND ACTIVISM,
THE BRITISH COLUMBIA

SECURITIES COMMISSION

RESPECTFULLY OFFERED YOU

IF ONLY WE HAD THE

RIGHT TO VOTE, THIS WAR
BETWEEN CANADA AND
JAPAN MAY NOT HAVE LED
TO THIS INJUSTICE...

AND MAMA A PRIVATE RAILWAY
CAR TO GO TO THE CAMP IN /
THE SLOCAN VALLEY.

THE BRITISH COLUMBIA SECURITIES COMMISSION

CREATED DURING WWII TO ADMINISTER THE FORCED REMOVAL OF

JAPANESE CANADIANS LIVING ON THE WEST COAST AND THE
CONFISCATION OF ALL THEIR PROPERTY.

BUT THE RAILCARS
WILL BE CROWDED.
IT WILL BE
UNCOMFORTABLE
AT YOUR AGE TO
RIDE THIS WAY.

THINK OF
WHAT IT
WOULD BE
LIKE FOR
MAMA
TOO.

MAMA AND I
WILL NOT BE
TREATED SPECIALLY.
WE WILL TRAVEL
LIKE EVERYONE
ELSE:

” THERE WILL BE
MANY ELDERLY
PEOPLE LIKE US
ABOARD.
HOW CAN MAMA
AND I BE TREATED
AS PRIVILEGED
INDIVIDUALS?

37

NO, WE WILL
TRAVEL WITH
OUR FELLOW
JAPANESE
CANADIANS.




I CAN'T BELIEVE
THIS IS ALL WE'RE
ALLOWED TO TAKE WITH US.
WHY DO WE HAVE TO LEAVE
EVERYTHING ELSE HERE?

THE GOVERNMENT  \ _
IS RESTRICTING US. /=

I HOPE THE
BELONGINGS WE
LEAVE BEHIND ARE SAFE...
PAPA, DO YOU EVEN KNOW
WHERE THEY ARE
SENDING US?

TO AN
INTERNMENT CAMP...
TO A PLACE CALLED
POPOFF...

IT'S IN THE SLOCAN VALLEY.
ALL THE BUILDINGS MAY
NOT BE BUILT YET SO

SERIQUSLY?
I DON'T WANT
TO LEAVE!

THERE'S A GOOD CHANCE
WE'LL HAVE TO LIVE
IN TENTS.

INTERNMENT 15 THE FORCIBLE CONFINEMENT OF A PERSON DURING WARTIME.

YOU KNOW THAT JAPAN
IS AT WAR WITH CANADA!
THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT IS

UPROOTING THOUSANDS OF JAPANESE
CANADIANS LIVING ON THE WEST COAST
BY SENDING US TO THE INTERIOR OF B.C.
AND IMPRISONING US IN CAMPS OR
FORCING US TO WORK ON SUGAR
BEET FARMS IN ALBERTA.

JTAPANESE CANADIANS
WHO OBJECT TO OUR
FORCED REMOVAL ARE
SENT TO PRISONER-OF-WAR
CAMPS IN ONTARIO.
THEY THINK WE ARE THE
ENEMY...BUT WE'RE
NO THREAT.
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WE DIDN'T

DO ANYTHING

WRONG. WE'RE
CANADIAN
CITIZENS...

I WAS BORN

HERE!

RIGHTS. THE POLITICIANS

YES, WE'RE JUST AS
CANADIAN AS EVERYONE
ELSE, BUT WE HAVE NO

IN B.C. HAVE PASSED
LAWS THAT MADE
SURE OF THIS.

THE GOVERNMENT
IS EVEN SEPARATING
FAMILIES BY SENDING
MEN LIKE YOUR
BROTHERS, SHINGO
AND KEAY, TO
ROAD CAMPS.

WE ARE
RELIEVED THAT
AT LEAST OUR TWO
BOYS ARE TOGETHER.
THEY CAN LOOK
AFTER EACH
OTHER.

THIS IS SO
WRONG PAPA.
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AUGUST 1942 - POPOFF INTERNMENT CAMP

HOW CAN
THEY DO
THIS TO

WE ARE
CANADIANS...

THE GOVERNMENT
SENT OUR MARRIED
CHILDREN AND THEIR
FAMILIES TO OTHER /

.SEPARATING
us.

-7 WHO KNOWS WHEN
W/JA WE'LL BE TOGETHER
> AGAIN.

WHEN THE LID
OF MY COFFIN
IS CLOSED,
THEY'LL ALL
UNDERSTAND...

40

OH TOMEY, IT'S
SUCH A SHAME.
THERE'S SO MUCH
YOU COULD STILL
~\  SHARE WITH THE

'\ CHILDREN.

I WISH ALL
QOUR SONS AND
DAUGHTERS COULD
BE HERE WITH US
TOMEY.

IT's
UNTHINKABLE,
MATSU.

I REALLY WISH ~
YOU WOULD HAVE TOLD
THEM MORE ABOUT YOUR
UPBRINGING IN JAPAN
AND YOUR WORK FOR
OUR COMMUNITY.
THEY SHOULD KNOW.




JAPAN SURRENDERED ON SEPTEMBER 2,
1945, ENDING THE SECOND WORLD WAR.

JAPANESE CANADIANS CONTINUED TO HAVE THEIR
RIGHTS RESTRICTED BY THE CANADIAN
GOVERNMENT. DURING WORLD WAR I, OVER
22,000 JAPANESE CANADIANS WERE FORCIBLY
DISPLACED AND HAD THEIR PROPERTIES, HOMES
AND BUSINESSES CONFISCATED. ORIGINALLY HELD
IN TRUST BY THE GOVERNMENT, EVERYTHING WAS
S50OLD WITHOUT THE OWNERS' PERMISSION FOR
PENNIES ON THE DOLLAR.

AFTER THE WAR, NOT A SINGLE JAPANESE
CANADIAN LIVING IN CANADA WAS EVER CHARGED
WITH AN ACT OF DISLOYALTY. INSTEAD, THEY WERE
FORCED BY THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT TO
CHOOSE BETWEEN MOVING EAST OF THE ROCKY
MOUNTAINS OR BE SENT TO WAR-RAVAGED JAPAN.
ALMOST 4000 JAPANESE CANADIANS, HALF OF
WHOM HAD BEEN BORN IN CANADA, WERE
STRIPPED OF THEIR CANADIAN CITIZENSHIF, AND
EXILED TO JAPAN. IT WOULD NOT BE UNTIL APRIL ],
1949, THAT JAPANESE CANADIANS WOULD REGAIN
THEIR FREEDOM TO LIVE ANYWHERE IN CANADA.

e
i
~ |

NOT YET PERMITTED BY THE GOVERNMENT TO RETURN
HOME TO VANCOUVER, TOMEKICHI HOMMA DIED ON
OCTOBER 28, 1945, AT THE AGE OF EIGHTY WHILE STILL
INCARCERATED IN THE POPOFF INTERNMENT CAME
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NOVEMBER 1945

TOMEY, ALTHOUGH
YOU LEFT THIS WORLD
WITHOUT SEEING ANY OF
YOUR INTENTIONS BEAR
FRUIT, THERE ARE MANY
STILL REMAINING IN
CANADA WHO WILL
CONTINUE THE
FIGHT. I DON'T KNOW
_,  WHETHER THIS WILL
&9/  BE POSSIBLE DURING
MY LIFETIME, BUT I
FIRMLY BELIEVE YOUR
G\  DREAMS WILL BE
v REALIZED...

I'M SORRY FOR YOUR LOSS
MATSU-SAN. YOUR HUSBAND
WAS A GREAT MAN. HE WAS A
TIRELESS CHAMPION FOR
SOCIAL JUSTICE AND
EQUALITY.

I OFTEN WONDER
HOW DIFFERENT LIFE
WOULD HAVE BEEN FOR
JAPANESE CANADIANS,
HAD YOUR HUSBAND
WON US THE RIGHT TO
VOTE FOUR DECADES

AGO...
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SOMEDAY MAMA HOPES
TO RETURN TO THE CANNERY BUT
RIGHT NOW THE GOVERNMENT
WON'T ALLOW US BACK TO
THE WEST COAST.

g ' ALL THESE YEARS,
CONVERSATIONS, I DIDN'T KNOW THAT
PAPA TOLD ME THAT PAPA WAS SUCH AN
3 HE STILL CHERISHED ADVOCATE AND ACTIVIST
'\ THE DREAM OF BEING AGAINST RACIAL
N\, ABLE TO VOTE. DISCRIMINATION.
j I'M REALIZING MORE
AND MORE HOW HE
USED HIS VOICE AS A
WEAPON TO FIGHT
FOR FREEDOM AND
JUSTICE.

YES, FROM THE
TRIBUTES WE HEARD
TODAY, PAPA LIVED
A LIFE FILLED WITH
HONOQUR AND INTEGRITY.
OUR COMMUNITY HAS
SHOWN US THAT HIS
UNYIELDING SPIRIT WILL
HAVE A LONG-LASTING
IMPACT IN THE YEARS

TO COME.
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MY CHILDREN,

BE LIKE YOUR PAPA.

BE PROUD OF YOUR JAPANESE

HERITAGE AND IDENTITY.
BE PROUD OF BEING A

CANADIAN...




MARCH 1949 - PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE - VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA

IT'S BEEN FOUR YEARS
SINCE PAPA'S PASSING AND
ALMOST 50 YEARS SINCE
HIS COURT CASE. T ONLY
WISH HE COULD BE HERE
TODAY TO EXPERIENCE THIS
LONG-AWAITED VICTORY.
HE WOULD HAVE BEEN
SO THRILLED.

THE PROVINCE OF
BRITISH COLUMBIA
HEREBY GRANTS
CANADIAN CITIZENS
OF JAPANESE ORIGIN
THE RIGHT TO
VOTE...

TOMEKICHI HOMMA'S MONUMENTAL LEGAL BATTLE
WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF BRITISH COLUMBIA WOULD
GO ON TO INSPIRE FUTURE GENERATIONS OF ACTIVISTS,
LIKE HIS SON SEIJI, WHO CONTINUED THE FIGHT TO
SECURE EQUAL VOTING RIGHTS FOR ALL CANADIANS.




IN 2017, THE HISTORIC SITES AND MONUMENTS BOARD OF CANADA
COMMEMORATED TOMEKICHI HOMMA'S LANDMARK LEGAL CASE
CUNNINGHAM V. TOMEY HOMMA AS A NATIONAL HISTORIC EVENT.

THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA ACKNOWLEDGES THAT "TOMEKICHI HOMMA'S
LEGAL BATTLE IS KNOWN AS ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ACTS OF
RESISTANCE TO REPRESSION IN THE HISTORY OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN CANADA.
HOMMA'S DEMAND FOR EQUITABLE TREATMENT INFLUENCED OTHERS TO FIGHT
FOR EQUAL RIGHTS, AND, IN RETROSPECT, HIS COURT CASE HAS BECOME
CRUCIAL TO OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE CONTEXT AND EVENTS THAT LED TO
THE ENACTMENT OF THE CANADIAN BILL OF RIGHTS IN 1960 AND THE
ENTRENCHMENT OF THE CANADIAN CHARTER OF RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS INTO
THE CONSTITUTION ACT OF 1982."

THE FUNDAMENTAL PRIVILEGES OF CITIZENSHIP WERE A HARD-FOUGHT
BATTLE AND CANADIAN CITIZENS MUST CONTINUE TO PROTECT AND STRIVE
FOR JUSTICE, FREEDOM AND EQUALITY; A MESSAGE THAT NEEDS TO BE
PRESERVED AND SHARED WITH FUTURE GENERATIONS OF CANADIANS.
VOTING IS NO LONGER A PRIVILEGE; IT IS NOW A CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT.

TOMEKICHI "TOMEY" HOMMA (1865-1945)

"LET US CELEBRATE THE COURAGE AND PERSEVERANCE OF THE FIRST
JAPANESE CANADIAN HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST, TOMEKICHI HOMMA!
- ART MIKI, PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JAPANESE CANADIANS, 1984-1992

"TOMEKICHI HOMMA IS A JAPANESE CANADIAN HERO. HIS LIFE WAS
A STRUGGLE AGAINST RACISM FOR EQUALITY FOR ALL ASIANS."
- MARYKA OMATSU, CANADA'S FIRST FEMALE JUDGE OF ASIAN HERITAGE
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TOMEY: THE UNYIELDING SPIRIT OF TOMEKICHI HOMMA
was written and illustrated on the unceded and ancestral
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About the Author

Jeff Chiba Stearns is an Emmy® nominated and Webby award-winning
animation and documentary filmmaker, as well as an acclaimed author and
illustrator. After graduating from the Emily Carr University with a degree in
Film Animation, he founded Vancouverbased boutique animation studio
and publishing company Meditating Bunny Studio Inc. in 2001. Jeff’s short
and feature length films, including Yellow Sticky Notes (2007), One Big
Hapa Family (2010) and Mixed Match (2016), have been broadcast
around the world, screened in hundreds of international film festivals and
garnered dozens of awards.

Being Yonsei, fourth generation Japanese Canadian, and having mixed
Japanese and European roots, Jeff’s work often deals with themes of
multiethnic identity. He coined the term Hapanimation to describe his style of
blending anime and manga with a North American cartoon aesthetic.

In 2018, he wrote and illustrated his first picture book Mixed Critters, an
ABC book inspired by his own children’s mixed Japanese backgrounds. Nori
and His Delicious Dreams (2020), Jeff's second children’s book, features a
Japanese Canadian boy named Nori who dreams of sleeping on foods from
around the world. In 2021, Jeff collaborated with Sansei artist Lillian Michiko
Blakey to create the bestselling graphic novel On Being Yukiko. Jeff’s latest
graphic novel, Ojiichan’s Dragon (2026), is a fantasy based story that takes
place in a Japanese Canadian internment camp during WWII.

Tomey: The Unyielding Spirit of Tomekichi Homma is Jeff's second graphic
novel.

Follow Jeff's work ot @meditatingbunny & www.meditatingbunny.com

About the lllustrator

Ally Adachi is a Japanese Canadian (Yonsei) illustrator from Vancouver,
British Columbia who graduated from Ontario College of Art & Design
University with a degree in lllustration in 2023. After learning how her family
was interned during WWII, Ally focused the topic of her OCAD thesis project
on the Japanese Canadian internment. With a passion to uncover more
historical stories, Ally plans to continue exploring Japanese Canadian history
in her future works.

As a fan of animation and film, Ally draws inspiration for visual storytelling
from the cartoons that she grew up watching. Heavily influenced by anime
and manga, Ally considers her art style simplistic and focuses her strengths
on the ability to capture strong emotions through body language and subtle
changes in expressions. She contributes her love of drawing to the years she
spent doodling in her youth and is thankful that her parents supported her
pursuits of becoming a professional artist and illustrator.

Tomey: The Unyielding Spirit of Tomekichi Homma is Ally’s first professional
project and graphic novel.

Follow Ally’s work at @allyallyorangeart & www.allyallyorange.com
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TOMEY: THE UNYIELDING SPIRIT OF TOMEKICHI HOMMA SHINES LIGHT ON THE OFTEN
UNTOLD STORY OF ONE OF CANADA'S EARLIEST SOCIAL JUSTICE CHAMPIONS.

TOMEKICHI "TOMEY"” HOMMA'S INSPIRATIONAL STORY COMES TO LIFE THROUGH AN ENGAGING
GRAPHIC NOVEL BY JAPANESE CANADIAN STORYTELLERS, JEFF CHIBA STEARNS AND ALLY ADACHI.

IN THE LATE 1800'S, AFTER LEAVING BEHIND A LIFE IN JAPAN STEEPED IN THE SAMURAI CODE,
TOMEKICHI SETTLED IN STEVESTON, BRITISH COLUMBIA TO BEGIN A HUMBLE LIFE AS A FISHERMAN.
HE WOULD SOON RISE TO BECOME A REVERED COMMUNITY LEADER WITH A RELENTLESS SPIRIT

TO FIGHT AGAINST INJUSTICE AND CHALLENGE RACIST POLITICIANS AND LAWMAKERS.

INSTRUMENTAL IN STARTING THE JAPANESE FISHERMEN'S BENEVOLENT SOCIETY, TOMEY WQULD
GO ON TO ADVOCATE FOR THE BUILDING OF THE FIRST FISHERMEN'S HOSPITAL AND PROVIDE
SCHOOLING FOR JAPANESE CANADIAN CHILDREN. IN 1900, HE FOUGHT THE GOVERNMENT OF
BRITISH COLUMBIA TO GRANT JAPANESE CANADIANS THE RIGHT TO VOTE, ONLY TO LATER DIE IN
AN INTERNMENT CAMP BEFORE EVER SEEING HIS DREAM REALIZED.

"I BELIEVE GRANDFATHER TOMEKICHI WOULD BE PLEASED
WITH HOW OUR JAPANESE CANADIAN COMMUNITY HAS MORE
THAN ENDURED; IT IS THRIVING, TAKING ITS RIGHTFUL AND
WELI-EARNED PLACE IN THE DIVERSE CANADIAN MOSAIC.”

—KEIKO TENNEY-SEAN HOMMA,
CO-AUTHOR OF TOMEKICHI HOMMA:
THE STORY OF A CANADIAN
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